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Why Internet Governance Matters

How the Internet is governed is of growing 
concern to a global society increasingly 
dependent on the Internet and the significant 
economic, political and social benefits that hinge 
upon its stability and availability.

Understanding the complex matrix of 
relationships, organizations, principles, 
protocols, economics and policy behind 
management of the Internet is key to being able 
to contribute to its advance.



What is Internet Governance? 

ñInternet governance is the 
development and application by 
governments, the private sector, 
and civil society, in their 
respective roles, of shared 
principles, norms, rules, 
decision-making procedures, 
and programmes that 
shape the evolution 
and use of the 
Internet.ò
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Introduction: IG Actors
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Internet Governance Acronyms (Only a Primer)



IG Acronyms:  I is for INTERNET

IG

ωInternet 
Governance

IGF 

ωInternet 
Governance Forum

ICT 

ωInformation and 
Communications 
Technology

ITU

ωInternational 
Telecommunication 
Union

ICANN

ωInternet Corporation 
for Assigned Names 
and Numbers

ISOC

ωInternet Society

IANA

ωInternet Assigned 
Numbers Authority

IPv4 & IPv6

ωInternet Protocol 
versions 4 & 6

ISP

ωInternet Service 
Providers

IXP

ωInternet Exchange 
Point



IG Acronyms: Organizations

CTU

ωCaribbean 
Telecommunications 
Union

ITU

ωInternational 
Telecommunications 
Union

ARIN

ωAmerican Registry 
for Internet 
Numbers

LACNIC

ωLatin America and 
Caribbean Internet 
Addresses Registry

CaribNOG

ωCaribbean Network 
Operators Group

PCH

ωPacket Clearing 
House

NRO 

ωNumber Resource 
Organization

NOG

ωNetwork Operating 
Group

WSIS

ωWorld Summit on 
Information Society

WCIT

ωWorld Conference 
on International 
Telecommunications



IG Acronyms: Technical

DNS

ωDomain Name 
System

DNSSEC

ωDomain Name 
System Security 
Protocol

TLD

ωTop Level Domain

ccTLD

ωCountry Code Top 
Level Domain

gTLD

ωGeneric Top Level 
Domain

TCP/IP

ωTransmission 
Control Protocol / 
Internet Protocol

OTT

ωOver-the-Top 
(Service or 
Providers)

VoIP

ωVoice over IP



IG Fundamentals: Infrastructure

ÅTelecommunications Infrastructure

ÅInternet Systems/Stds:

ÅKey Network Protocols

ÅDomain Name System

ÅRoot Servers

ÅContent & Apps
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Key Concepts

NET NEUTRALITY

The principle that Internet 
service providers should 
enable access to all 
content and applications 
regardless of the source, 
and without favoring or 
blocking particular products 
or websites.



Key Concepts

CYBERSECURITY

The state of being 

protected against 

unauthorized  access 

to or use of electronic 

data, or the measures 

taken to achieve this.



Key Concepts

ENCRYPTION

The conversion of 

electronic data into 

another form, called 

ciphertext, which cannot 

be easily understood by 

anyone except 

authorized parties.



Key Concepts

CLOUD COMPUTING

the practice of using a 

network of remote servers 

hosted on the Internet to 

store, manage, and process 

data, rather than a local 

server or a personal 

computer.


