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So£whatªs a Podcast?

An audio or video programme delivered via an RSS feed 
over the Internet to a subscriber and designed for playback 
on computers or portable digital audio players, such as the 
iPod.

Really Simple Syndication is a newsfeed 
technology used to standardizes the 
publication of regularly updated Web works, 
such as blogs and news articles
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So£whatªs a Podcast?
Podcasting enables independent producers  -ANYONE - to 
create self-published, syndicated "radio shows.«
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So£whatªs a Podcast?
Listeners may subscribe to feeds using "podcatching" 
software, which periodically checks for and downloads new 
content automatically. 
ïpodcatchingsoftware is also able to synchronize (copy) podcasts to 

portable music players. 
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Radio Vs. Podcasting

Radio

ÅMostly Music

ÅRequires studio from 
which to broadcast

ÅLive Broadcast

ÅAccessible by radio or 
desktop computer

Podcasting

ÅMostly Talk

ÅRequires web host to 
store audio files

ÅPre-recorded Content

ÅAccessible by computer 
but usable by PC, MAC, 
iPod, Mp3 Players, or 
PDA
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What You Need To Begin 

Hardware
ïMicrophone, Laptop/PC/Mac
ïCamera, Lighting, Backdrop

Software
ïAudacity
ïWindows Movie Maker

Location
ïQuiet -> Sound Proof
ïHosting



Planning Your Podcast

DohStart until you know how 
yuhfinishing
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Planning Your Podcast

Podcast Topic

Podcast Format

Location Selection

Episode Planning
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Planning Your Podcast

What's the topic of your podcast?

What's the format of your podcast?

How long will each episode be? 

How frequently will you be releasing new shows?
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Planning Your Podcast

If you take just a little time to consider these things up-front, 
your podcast will stand a better chance of success. 

Well-planned podcasts get more listeners. 

Planning keeps you focused and makes the process easier in the 
long run.
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Planning Your Podcast

Good Questions to Consider
ïWho is the target audience?  Teens? Music Lovers? Techies?  The 

Community?
ïWhat is the purpose?
ïWho will be involved?
ïHow often will these be produced?
ïWhat types of items will be featured?



Production Time

DŜǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΧ



PODCASTING 101

Production Time

Podcasting Gear

Podcasting software

Podcast Recording

Podcast  Polishing
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Desktop Microphone

ÅGood Desktop Microphone 

ÅConsider a Y Audio Splitter 

ÅConnect two microphones to the 
same port
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Recording and Editing Software

Freeware:  Audacity
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

PAINT.NET
http://getPaint.net

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
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Recording and Editing Software

Creating an Mp3 file
ÅKeep bit rate small for faster downloads
ÅTypical Mp3 is 128kb/second
ÅReduce to 80kb/s or less for voice recordings
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Content

ÅInterviews
ÅPublic service 

announcements
ÅUpcoming events


